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WES’ WISDOM 
One thing I’ve thoroughly learned in 38 years of pastoral ministry is that we get lots 
more accomplished together than we do separately.  For all of you giving me the “Well, 
duh!” look, just let me have a few minutes of your reading time.  This editorial is from my 
heart and does not, as they say, represent the sentiments of any person or auxiliary 
body or the sponsoring agency at large.  Just my opinion. 
 
My roots are firmly grounded in a nameless (you’ll have to figure it out on your own) 
Nazarene District in the Midwest.  Back in the olden days, I kid you not, our district was 
hoppin’.  It’s not my job to defend the prevailing legalism of that time and group, but the 
obvious passion of our particular district was remarkable.  Those were the days of 
campmeetings and camps and revivals and zone rallies and missionary rallies and 
district tours.  How they came up with and sustained the energy to continually conduct 
such programs still boggles my mind. 
 
Since my dad was a pastor, I was in more meetings and heard more sermons by more 
speakers than…Carter has liver pills (a saying from back in those days, for those of you 
under 40 years of age).  This isn’t to glorify anything in particular, except to say that a 
District Team Spirit was a consuming passion “amongst” us.  We loved contests and we 
loved breaking records and, most of all, we loved it when people came to the altar and 
cried out to Jesus for forgiveness and hope and freedom. 
 
If you think I’m advocating for a return to the good old days, you’d be wrong, except for 
one thing.  My heart longs for the team spirit of yesteryears…those days when we knew 
each other and cared for each other and pulled for each other and prayed for each 
other.  One of my insights from those days revolves around the “watering hole” concept.  
Just like the critters of the field will die without water, so will we.  Not talking H2O.  
Talking about the H2O of being together.  Having a common mission.  Caring about 
each other.  Something has happened along the way to pull us away from each other.  
That is not good.  In the words of old what’s his name, “We really do need each 
other.” 
 
The district of my childhood is on a rather significant, steep statistical decline.  I mean 
it’s just plain alarming back there.  Thirty years ago over seven thousand folks would 
gather in their Nazarene churches.  Today the count is down to four thousand.  Not 
good.  And my perception is that the decline is a rather graphic picture of what is 
happening in many/most of our districts all throughout North America.  So, where does 
WaPac fit into this picture?  Thanks for asking. 
 
All things considered our district is in some ways an exception.  This past Assembly we 
registered our highest worship attendance ever and, all things considered, reported a 
stellar financial year.  My personal concern for us is what I would call a…leadership 
concern.  To just jump to the bottom line, “Have we come to grips with the immensity of 
the challenges we face?”  Some interesting momentum has brought us to our current 
status.  Nearly all signs point towards times of immediate and significant change.  The 
status quo and gradual growth are most likely luxuries of the past.  We can no longer 
count on them! 
 
Okay, I need a soft drum roll, please.  My prediction/prophesy is that if we continue in 
the direction of more distance and more time away from each other (pastors, 
associates, and lay leaders) we will not achieve God’s dream for His purpose in 
bringing us together.  On the other hand I’m plenty willing to stick my neck out here and 
make a prediction/prophesy in the exact other direction.  If the pastors, associates and 
lay leaders from our ninety-five churches make a fresh commitment to being connected 



and to actually synergize their faith, well, Katie-bar-the-door…an extra-ordinary, 
immeasurably above future is going to intersect with all of us, and, our future in 
advancing God’s Kingdom will be dramatically beyond anything that all of us could ever 
accomplish working separately by ourselves.  Probably a good place for, “Well, duh!” 
 
Our Interim DS, Dr. Keith Wright, has recently invited us (pastors/spouses; 
associates/spouses) into some Priority Meetings.  What a great beginning point!  It’s 
high time to make those meetings top priority, to hear Dr. Wright’s heart and to receive 
a fresh message straight from God’s heart to ours!  Those dates again:  Thursday, 
August 12th at Olympia Mt View Church, Bill Bowers, host pastor;    Thursday, 
August 26th at Liberty Bible (Vancouver area), Larry Rounsley, host pastor;    
Thursday, September 9th at Seattle Aurora, Jim Manker, host pastor.   
 
I know you know that God has called us into relationships.  Our being together on the 
Washington Pacific Nazarene Team is no accident.  Time to seize the moment!!! 
 
Chairman Wes Smith.  

A BIG THANKS 
I would like to express my deep thanks for all of you who prayed for me during my 
surgery a couple of weeks ago.  What we thought would be a routine surgery turned into 
a week of misery.  I am still left with blood clots in my right lung and an irregular heart 
beat.  They are treating both with medicines.  Again a big thank for the many prayers 
and especially the prompt reporting.  I was able to get my report in to KC on time.   
 

Our Sympathies Extended 
On behalf of the District Board of Christian Life we offer our sympathies to the Edgar 
Bibb family.  Pastor Bibb was a great supporter of Sunday Schools and always 
cooperated with what ever program was in place.  He has left a legacy for all of us to 
emulate in our ministries.  Please keep the family in your prayers. 
 

WHY TWO COPIES? 
One copy is for the pastor and the other is for the SDMI Chairperson or his/her 
equivalent.  So be sure to share the information.   
 

News for the Month of June 
Amboy:  just completed a new members class with 5 in attendance and had a family of 
4 become regular attendees this month.  
Camas:  June was a great month of fellowship, prayer and celebration as we continue 
to welcome people who are seeking the Lord.  Celebrate Recovery grows each week, 
with new people reaching out to God for healing and meaning in their lives. On June 
11th and 12th, we met for 24 hours of prayer that included a neighborhood walk to pray 
over the lost and hurting in our community.  During the walk, we met several families 
who we invited to our VBS in July.  As always, our missionary president presented a 
terrific program on the first Sunday night of the month.  Our missionary kids program on 
the subsequent Sunday evenings continues to  grow as our kids enjoy the children's 
missionary books.  Thirty-one men attended a steak dinner in honor of Father's Day.  
We also hosted the Columbia River Zone Primetimer's meeting with a potluck and 
worship service.  There were 130 in attendance and everyone was uplifted and inspired 
by the music and message.  Finally, last Sunday we celebrated the affirmation of Pastor 
Dick and JoAnne Sales for four more years of service here at Camas Nazarene.  We 
are truly blessed to have such a humble, tender hearted man of God to lead and guide 
us.  
Van Safe Harbor:  Our Spanish-language ministry is growing, with new families from 
Vancouver joining us.  Thanks to Loren Hanna and the Ridgefield Hispanic ministry.  
Also, we added three members by profession of faith in June.  They are volunteering to 
join in ministry.  
Peninsula Church:  Well the devil attacked our church again. This time someone stole 
some of our guitarists music equipment. $5000 worth of damage. Don't know yet if the 
insurance is going to help or not to get it replaced. Keep us your prayers. 
Gold Creek:  New building is nearing completion. We may be inside by the middle of 
August. 



Monroe:  Pastor Tim Wheatley I had surgery last Wednesday.  I have been diagnosed 
with thyroid cancer.   
Port Orchard:  One of our young children received a word from God that he shared 
with his mother which led to reconciliation with a family member.  Many of our 
leadership team have been attending Living Free classes; what a blessing!  One of our 
men who has had a real slow down at work was prayed for and by the time he got home 
there was a call from his boss that resulted in 130 plus hours of work over the next two 
weeks. 
MISION COMO SAETA EN LA MANO DE JEHOVA.  I want to share that the next 
month we start working under the umbrella of the Nazarene Church of Tacoma with 
Pastor Tony Johnson.  Now will be ministry there and probably the next report do you 
haven’t from him. In other side.  Lyle thank God you are now out of the hospital. You 
feel better I’m sure, because God said in Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthenth me. Blessings! Judith Y Angel Cordero 
Bethel:  received 6 into membership and baptized 2. 
 

 
JULY REPORTS DUE JULY 26 

Please have your next report in by July 26.  Please report the number of people 
on your Responsibility List, the total average in SDMI (Sunday School and Discipleship 
classes) and your average in the morning worship services and of course all the exciting 
news you have. You can report by email: lowlyle2@aol.com; Fax 360-213-0608 (This is 
a new fax number); or phone 360-892-4462.  “Just do it!”  Thanks we do appreciate all 
you do. Your report is as important as anyone else’s and together we all win.   
 
 
Here is June Top Ten:   

YOUR TOP TEN  
SDMI (Sunday School)     AM WORSHIP 
1. Gold Creek   1789   1. Gold Creek  1789 
2. Olympia     666   2. Olympia    607 
3. Sea Aurora     304   3. Liberty Bible    417 
4. Camas     250   4. Marysville    381 
5. Bremerton     160   5. Kent     378 
6. Liberty Bible     159   6. Marysville    358 
7. Kent      152   7. Ridgefield    312 
8. Auburn     151   8. Van. Real Life   275 
9. Centralia     150   9. Centralia    239 
10. Ridgefield      147   10. V. Fourth Plain   214 
 
Percentage gain over LYA (SDMI)   NUMERICAL GAIN  
1. Lynden      61%   1. Camas     53 
2. Van Safe Harbor     36%   2. V. Safe Harbor    25 
3. Kirkland Chinese     28%   3. Lynden     20 
4. Camas      24%   4. Federal Way     19 
5. Federal Way      24%   5. Everett South       7 
6. Everett North      21%   6. Pleasant View      6 
    Yelm       21%       Renton       6 
8. Pleasant View     15%   8. Kirkland Chinese      5 
9. Renton        9%   9. Enumclaw       4 
10. Van Zandt        8%       Yelm        4 
 


